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From Our Executive Director 

2021 Envirothon competitions planned for in-person and outdoors 

   The Mississippi Soil & Water Conser-

vation Commission (MSWCC), through 

agreements with the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS), is near-

ing completion of assessments on 42 

watershed dams throughout the State of 

Mississippi. 

The purpose of the assessments is to provide the local 

watershed sponsors with data regarding the condition 

of the dams; the risks to the public should a dam fail; 

and estimated rehabilitation alternatives and costs. 

Through a sub-agreement with Dungan Engineering, 

the assessments are being developed in accordance 

with standard engineering principles that comply with 

NRCS programmatic requirements. 

ñThese assessments allow for these watershed dams to 

be placed on the list for rehabilitation consideration 

through the Watershed Protection and Flood Preven-

tion Act, Public Law 83-566. Due to the strong conser-

vation partnership at work in Mississippi, future 

agreements will allow the Commission and NRCS to 

carry out a tremendous amount of much-needed wa-

tershed work that will reduce the risk of flooding and 

provide for the protection of life and property for 

many years to come,ò Mark Gilbert, MSWCC Execu-

tive Director stated. 

MSWCC nears completion of 42 Watershed Dam Assessments 

MARK GILBERT 
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DAM ASSESSMENTS 

BY KATHY DOUGAN, MSWCC 
   The MS Envirothon 
Steering committee met 
virtually via a Zoom tele-
conference on Oct. 1, 
2020, to further discuss 
plans for the 2021 Envi-
rothon Competitions. 

   Envirothon Coordinator and MSWCC 
Staff Officer Chelsey Gazaway sent sur-
veys to former Envirothon advisors in 
September to aid the committee in se-
lecting tentative date(s) for the 2021 
Envirothon competitions. 

   Survey questions included querying 
schools on policies regarding 2020-

2021 field trips, and spring semester 
activities. The majority of survey re-
spondents were in favor of holding the 
2021 Envirothon competitions on site 
and in-person. 

   Plans are to hold all events outside, 
and to ensure that all CDC guidelines 
are met. ñThis could change if unfore-
seen circumstances arise due to COVID-
19,ò Gazaway said. 

   Training for the competitions will be 
conducted virtually, and this process is 
a work-in-progress according to 
Gazaway. ñWe should have more details 
(about the virtual training) within the 
next few weeks,ò she said. 
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BY KATHY DOUGAN, MSWCC 
   The Mississippi Soil and Water Conservation Commission was contacted 

recently about installing the commissionôs siphons on a watershed lake in 

Adams County.  

   The lakeôs riser was clogged with mud and sticks from beavers, which 

caused the water level to get extremely high. The high water resulted in 

flooding on neighboring property, which killed the neighborôs pine trees. 

   MSWCC staff members traveled to Adams County on Oct. 13, and installed 

siphon equipment on the landownerôs property. 

   The siphons will run for several weeks to lower the water level. Once the 

water level has been lowered, the landowner will be able to clear the clog 

from the riser, allowing the riser to function properly again. 

   MSWCC staff on-site included MSWCC Staff Officer Brad Shedd, Environ-

mental Administrator Lance Middleton, and Natural Resource Specialists 

Colin Agostinelli and Chaz Ingram 
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PHOTOS BY COLIN AGOSTINELLI , MSWCC, AND MIKE GREEN, 
NRCS CIVIL ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN 


